FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE: April 12, 2021

PHONE: (831) 646-3866

CONTACT: Karen Larson, Parks & Recreation Director

E-MAIL: larson@monterey.org

DENNIS THE MENACE PLAYGROUND, BASKETBALL COURTS,
PICNIC TABLES AND GROUP BARBEQUE AREAS REOPENING
Public Use Requires Following Covid-19 Safety Guidelines
Monterey, CA. – It’s been nearly a year (April 29, 2020) since the closing of City parks due to
the State’s Stay at Home Order caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. While neighborhood parks
reopened March 5, 2021, a new emergency order signed Friday, April 9, 2021, expands the
reopening of all City of Monterey playgrounds including Dennis the Menace Playground, picnic
tables and barbeque areas, and the public basketball courts. Beginning Tuesday, April 20, 2021,
Dennis the Menace Playground at El Estero Park Complex will be open Tuesday through
Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to sunset, and 1:00 p.m. to sunset on Mondays. All other playgrounds
are open to the public during the opening hours posted pursuant to City Code section 23-5.
The following park facilities reopening:
●

basketball courts, effective April 9, 2021

●

picnic tables, by use permit only, effective April 15, 2021

●

group barbeque areas, by use permit only, effective April 15, 2021

Reservation information and the permit application are posted on the City website at
https://monterey.org/Services/Parks-and-Beaches/Group-BBQ-Reservations, or call the
Monterey Recreation Administrative Office at (831) 646-3866. Users are asked to follow current
California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Guidelines as outlined in the Blueprint for a
Safer Economy, including wearing masks, washing hands, and social distancing.
(more)

Background
This new order supersedes the emergency order signed on March 5, 2021 by the City Manager
that reopened many City of Monterey Playgrounds and sports fields:
●

All neighborhood playgrounds

●

Ballfields, soccer fields, beach volleyball courts, and artificial turf volleyball courts by
permit only.

●

Veteran's Memorial Park Campground is also open to the public.

The City’s Covid-19 Services Dashboard is updated with all the latest information on the status
of facilities, https://monterey.org/Coronavirus/Services-Dashboard
The emergency order is posted at
https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/Emergency-Order-Reopening-All-Parks-andPlaygrounds-Order-No21-2-FINAL.pdf

https://monterey.org/Portals/0/News/Covid19/2021/Play-it-Safe-Signs.pdf
###

